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ABSTRACT 

This report describes the machine-readable data and 
tabulating routines that the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) is 
prepared to distribute. An introduction discusses the LABSTAT (Labor 
Statistics) database and the BLS policy on release of unpublished 
data. Descriptions summarizing data stored in 25 files follow this 
format: overview, data available, where the data are published, and 
citations to references providing more detailed descriptions of 
sampling techniques and statistical reliability. The data files are 
labor force; occupational employment statistics; industry employment, 
hours, and earnings— state and area; insured employment and wages; 
unemployment and labor force — state and area; industry labor 
turnover — national; industry-occupational matrix; Consumer Price 
Index; Producer Price Index; industry price indexes; export and 
import price indexes; Survey of Consumer Expenditures, 1972-73; 
Survey of Consumer Expenditures, 1960-61; input-output matrix; 
capital stock; occupational injuries and illness — state; work 
injuries and illnesses — Supplementary Data System; imports — tariff 
commodity classes; imports — industrial commodity classes; 
productivity and cost indexes; productivity — industry; 
productivity — federal government; international labor and price trend 
comparisons; and the Employment Cost Index. The tabulating routines 
are similarly described. Other contents include the standard file 
. format and an order form. <YLB) 
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Preface 



* The Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes a wide range 
of economic and social statistics Many of these data 
also are available in machine-readable form To facili- 
tate economic and social research, this report describes 
the machine-readable data and tabulating routines BLS 
is prepared to offer for distribution to the research 
commumt> 

This publication was prepared by Tony DiFillipo in 
the Office of Systems and Standards under the direc- 
tion of Steve Swatek 

Matenal in this publication is in the public domain 
and may, with appropnate credit, be reproduced with- 
out permission 
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Introduction * 



As the principal data-gathenng agency of the Feder- 
al Government in the field of labor economics, the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics has been concerned with the 
processing and storage of quantitative information for 
many years Until recently, the data have been stored 
either in published documents or in unpublished tabu- 
lations and other manually filed reports. 

The advent and wide acceptance of electronic data 
processing equipment and the increasing demand for 
statistics have resulted m a new storage medium-the 
machine-readable file This technological development 
and other advances in computer science have permit- 
ted researchers to use and, in turn, create larger quan- 
tities and varieties of data and techniques in their at- 
tempts 10 understand social and economic phenomena 

The rapidly growing volume and variety of data and 
techniques present a challenge to those involved in the 
creation and maintenance of data archives. Large quan- 
tities of data must be stored in a manner which allows 
easy access for research and publication 

To facilitate use of its data, BLS has established the 
LABSTAT (LABor STATistics) data base containing 
the macro time series data generated by the Bureau's 
statistical surveys This organized data base not only 
solves the archival problem but also has led to two oth- 
er important developments 

First, storage of macro data in a standardized form 
has encouraged and simplified the design of automatic 
•data processing systems BLS has developed both in- 
formation retrieval and, tabulation systems that provide 
economists and statisticians access to micro and macro 
daia and permit thpifi to des^?ibe the desired output us- 
ing English-like ^eywords 

A second N imrxlrtant ccyi5equence of the creation of 
the LABSTAT time series data base is that the Bureau 
can now play a more active role in current economic 

v ■ 



and social research. In keeping with its policy of en- 
couraging such research wherever undertaken, the Bu- 
reau is prepared to offer for distribution its LABSTAT 
and other machine-readable data files and its ta>trtatiQn 
system. 



BLS policy on release c^urlpiiWfefied data 

The LABSTAT da^jr^se^Consists primarily of sum- 
mary data whicji^^veDeen published by the BLS or 
cooperatmg*$Xal£agencies. The data base also contains 
summary data which are intermediate products or by- 
pijSduots of statistical processes and have not previous- 
ly beemmade available to the public. Release of these 
unpublished data is governed by several considerations. 

The rdpst important factor governing release is the 
rule agairkt the disclosure of any information that might 
be in conflict with thtLpledge of confidentiality given 
by the Bifireau to individual firms or households. T^ie 
Bureau cannot delegate this responsibility and special 
care is takan jhaTlthese rules are observed fully. No re- 
quest for unpublished data can be granted if it would 
involve the* violation of these regulations. 

Special procedures are necessary if the unpublished 
data are to be Aised in any way in collective bargaining 
or other advfcrfcary proceedings. In such instances, the 
Bureau seeks {6 provide the same data or analyses to 
all parties involved. 

Finally, doiibi about the validity of unpublished data 
might restrict lis utility, for example, a high rate of re- 
sponse errors might make data useless in some situa- 
tions. A set of figures might be subject to large error 
(sampling or otherwise) and be inadequate for purposes 
"such as collective bargaining, yet might provide useful 
insights for scholastic research. In general, use of BLS 
dJta is encouraged when the data are to be used for 
academic or research purposes. 
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Data Files 



Labor Force 



The LABSTAT data base is divided into a number 
of separate files, each containing statistics on a partic- 
ular subject such as the Consumer Price Index or the 
labor force In addition, there are a number of files out- 
side the LABSTAT data base 

The data stured in each uf these files are summarized 
in the descnptiuns un the following pages. Brief notes 
on the nature and scope of the statistical programs 
which yield these data are provided as a guide to pro- 
spective users More detailed descriptions of sampling 
techniques and statistical reliability may be found in (fie 
references cited for each file. Bureau publications in 
which the data appear also are indicated. 

Descriptions of some of the files report, the approxi- 
mate number b> type of time series available. In this 
context, 'series" refers tu a discrete variable for which 
observations are available uver regular time intervals 
(usually monthly) Using this definition, the LABSTAT 
data base includes uver 100,000 series, distributed among 
the data files in the following manner. 



labor fc*ce ^ 


26.173 


industry employment, hours and earning s- 




nabonaJ 


2,838 


industry employment hours and earnings- 




State and area 


24.030 


Insured employment and wages 


48,000 


Unemployment and labor force-State and 




area 


30.640 


Industry labor turnover- national 


1 703 


Consumer Pnce index ^ — ■ — v 


8.744 


Producer Pnce index \ , 


4.628 


industry pnce indexes \ 


975 


Export and import pnce indexes 1_ 


958 


tmports-tanfl commodity classes 


30.000 


Irnports-industnaJ commodity classes C 


685 


Productrvtty and cost indexes 


196 


Productrvrty-industry 


1.026 


Productrvrty-Pederal Government 


290 


IntemaOonal labor and pnce trend 




comparisons 


297 


Employment Cost index 


93 



The Current Population Survey (CPS) conducted by 
the Bureau of the Census for BLS produces informa- 
tion about employment, unemployment, and nonpar- 
ticipation in the labor force, classified by a variety of 
demographic, social, and economic characteristics. The 
data are collected monthly from a national probability 
sample of approximately 65,000 households selected to 
represent the civilian noninstitutional population* 16 
year> arid older. These data are compiled, aggregated 
by personal and labor force characteristics, and trans- - 
mitted to the BLS for analysis and publication in both 
tabular and machine-readable form. 

Macro data available 

Approximately 26,800 of the most important of these 
monthly series, in original and seasonally adjusted form, 
plus annual averages, are maintained in a 1-reel Current- 
Employment and Unemployment Analysis file. Thefe 
data are available from the inception of the series (often 
1948) through the current month. Major employment 
status (civilian labor force, employed, unemployed, and 
unemployment rate) is available by age anc^sex; race, 
age, and sex, full- and part-time employment status, age, 
and sex; industry; class of worker; and occupation. The 
number of unemployed by duration and reason for un- 
employment is available. In addition, the file contains 
selected data on the civilian noninstitutional population 
by age and sex; Vietnam-era veterans; and the status of 
those not in the labor force. 

Variables Classifiers (attnbutes) 

employment status sex by age and race, labor force status. 

reason for leaving labor force, percent 

of population, percent of labor force 
employment sex. age. occupation, class of worker, 

industry, pay status, type of industry * 
unemployment sex, age, race, marital status, last \ 

occupation, industry of last job, reasoh 
• for unemployment dura ton of | 

unemployment, fob search method 



Where published 

The Employment Situation (monthly press release). 

Employment and Earnings (monthly). The A-series 
tables present monthly original and seasonally adjusted 
data for current labor force series in detail. 

Employment and Earnings (February). Nearly 500 re- 
vised seasonally adjusted time series appear in each 
February issue. 
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Occupational Employment Statistics 



Methods 



BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 1, "Labor Force, 
Employment, and Unemployment,' 1 Bulletin 1910 
(1976) 

Concepts and Methods Used in Labor Force Statistics 
Derived from the Current Population Survey, Report 463 
(1976) 

Revisions in the concepts and scope of the survey 
appear in the "Explanatory Notes" section of Employ- 
ment and Earnings, 

Micro data available 

The Bureau also can generate special data on the la- 
bor force and other socioeconomic variables through 
use of the CPS individual record (micro) tapes The^e 
tape files contain records of the responses to the survey 
questionnaire for all households in the survey Except 
for certain items, mostly pertaining to specific addresses 
and household demarcation, analysts can obtain and 
cross-classify a wide variety of information from these 
tapes on families, households, and persons. A library of 
CPS micro tapes is available for all months since Jan- 
uary 1976, for the month of March since 1968, for May 
since 1973, and for various other months in years prior 
to 1976. 

Inquiries regarding the micro tapes should be ad- 
dressed to the Data Services Group, Office of Current 
Employment Analysis, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Washington, D.C 20212. 



The Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) sur- 
vey collects data on occupational employment of wage 
and salary workers by industry in nonfarm establish- 
ments. BLS provides the procedures and technical as- 
sistance for the surveyylKe State employment security 
agencies collect the data, and the Employment and 
Training Administration provides administrative sup- 
port. Forty-nine States and the District of Columbia 
participate in the survey, which is conducted over a 
3-year cycle. For nonparticipating States, BLS collects 
data necessary for national industry measures. 
Typically, manufacturing industries are surveyed one 
year, selected nonmanufactunng the second year, and 
the balance of nonmanufactunng industries, which in- 
clude transportation, utilities, wholesale trade, retail 
trade, State government, and local government, the 
third year. 

Macro data available 

1977 statistics are available for occupational employ- 
ment (and in some cases for the research and develop- 
ment or apprentice component of the occupation) for 
all manufacturing industries (2- and 3-digit StfC level) 
except SIC's 32 and 33 which are at the 3-digit SIC 
level only. By December 1980, statistics will be avail- 
able for nonmanufactunng industries except for SICs 
40 through 59. The latter industries (transportation, 
communications, electricity, gas, sanitary services, and 
wholesale and retail trade) will be available in late 1981. 



Variables 

employment 

number of establishments reporting 

occupations 
percent dittnbuUon 
relatrve error 

reported apprentice employment 

reported employment 

reported research and development 

employment 
variance 



Classifiers (attributes) 



industry (SIC) by 
occupation (OES) 



Where published 

Occupational Employment tn Manufacturing Indus- 
tries, 1977, Bulletin 2057 (1979). 

Methods 0 

Occupational Employment in Manufacturing Indus- 
tries, 1977, Bulletin 2057. 
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Industry Employment, Hours, and 
Earnings-National 



The Current Employment Statistics Program pro- 
vides information on employment, hours of work, and 
earnings on a national basis in considerable industrial 
detail BLS cooperates with State agencies in collect- 
ing data b> monthly mail survey from a sample of em- 
ployer units in all nonagricliltural activities including 
government 

The sample contains about 160,000 employer units 
covering 40 percent of total payroll employment. For 
< employment, hours, and earnings of production or non- 
supervisory workers in pnvate nonagricultural indus* 
try, the sample contains 136,000 employer units. 

Macro data available 

For all employees, women, and production or non- 
supervisory workers, nearly 1,300 published monthly 
employment series are available. The series for all em- 
ployees include over 400 industnes a| various levels of 
aggregation About 1,300 published monthly series are 
available for production workers' average weekly earn- 
ings, average hourly earnings, average weekly hours 
and, in manufacturing, average weekly overtime. Hours 
and earnings data are available for more than 300 
industries 

Most series begin m either 1958 or 1972; some are 
available from 1909 Employment by industry division 
is available from 1919. For industry divisions and ma- 
jor manufacturing groups, about 150 series of seasonal- 
ly adjusted data are also available. 

The file contains several thousand series of unpub- 
lished data, the release of which are subjecrto condi- 
tions as set forth at the beginning of this publication. 



Variables 

earnings, hourty. excluding 

overtime 
earning*, hourty, production 

workers 

earnings index, hourly 
earnings, weekly, spendable 



earnings, weekly, production 
workers 

employment 

employment production workers 
employment women workers 
hours of work, overtime, 

production workers 
hours of work, weekly, production 

workers 
hours of work index 
payroll index . 



Classifiers (attributes} 
industry 

industry by current/ constant 
dollars 

industry by current/ constant 

dollars 
industry by number of 

dependents by 

current/constant dollars 

industry by current/ constant 

dollars 
industry 
industry 
industry 

industry 

industry 
industry 
industry 



Where published 

Employment and Earnings (monthly). Detailed report 
covering the most current 3 months and 2 correspond- 
ing months of previous year for all published industry 
series. . . 

, Monthly Labor Review? (monthly). Summary report 
containing current statistics by industry division and 
major manufacturing group. 

Employment and Earnings, United States, /909-(an- 
nually). Historical detailed Statistics for all published 
industry series. * 

Methods 

BLS Handbdok of Methods, chapter 3, "Employment, 
Hours, and Earnings," Bulletin 1910'(1976). 

Revisions in definitions, concepts, and scope of the^ 
survey appear in the "Explanatory Notes" section of 
Employment and Earnings, 
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Industry Employment, Hours, and 

Earnings-State and Area v Insured Employment and Wages 



The Current Emplo>ment Statistics Program, as a 
juint Federal-State undertaking, generates State and 
area statistics a* well as the national series alread> de- 
scribed State agencies prepare State and area statistics 
monthlv. generally the> select for publication those in- 
dustries which best reflect currentl> significant eco- 
nomic activities \ 

Macro data available 

For total payroll employment, almost 10,000 series 
of monthly dat3 are available; they cover each State 
and 250 major labor area&, most of which are Standard 
Metropolitan StatisticaJ^\reas (SMSA's) ,Man> of these 
series begin in 1939. Abuut 1 1,000 monthly series cov- 
ering production or nonsupervisorv workers' average 
weeklv earnings, average weekly hours, and average 
hourlv earnings, for each State and 210 major labor ar- 
eas, begin in 1947 or Uter Some industry detail at the 
4-digit SIC level is available for*recent years. 



Variables 

earnings hourly, production workers 
earnings, weekly, production workers 
employment 

hours of work, weekly, production 
workers 



Classifiers (attnbutes) 



industry by State and area 



Where published 

Employment and Earnings (monthly). Nonagricultural 
payroll employment for States and 250 selected areas, 
b> industry division-most recent 2 months and compa- 
rable month of previous >ear Gross hours and earnings 
of production workers, b> State and 210 areas, for same 
time period! 

Monthly Labor Review (monthly) Nonagricultural 
payroll employment by State-most recent 2 months and 
* comparable month of previous year„ 

Employment and Earnings, States and Areas, 1939- 
(annuallv). Historical series, annual averages by indus- 
try, for States and !s^0 areas at available levels of in- 
dustry detail. 

State and area news releases. Current and historical 
employment, hours, and earnings data by month are 
'published by the respective State employment security 
agencies or State labor departments. 

Methods 

See entry under Industry Employment; Hours, and 
Earnings-National. , 



Quarterly tax reports submitted to State employment 
security agencies by employers subject to State and 
Federal unemployment insurance (UI) programs pro- 
vide information about monthly employment and quar- 
terly wages and employer contributions The summa- 
rized data from approximately 4.6 million reporting 
units represent the largest universe of information reg- 
ularly available on monthly employment and quarterly 
wages by industry and State. 

Data available 

The file contains national and State summaries of 
monthly employment and quarterly total wages, taxable 
wages, contributions, and rfumber of reporting units by 
industry (1972 Standard Industrial Classification). Na- 
tional and State summaries are available for all 84 2-dig- 
lt and 423 3- digit industries in addition to 451 4-digit 
manufacturing industries. These approximately 26,300 
series: begin in 1975, data prior to that year are not in- 
cluded because they folllovy the 1967 SIC. 



Classifiers (attributes) 



industry by State 



Variables 

contnbut»on, UI employer 
employment 

reporting units, UI employer 
wages, average annual 
wages, average weekly 
wages, total 
wages. UI taxable 



Where published 

Employment and Wages (quarterly). National and 
State summanes for broad industry divisions and major 
and 3-digit industry groups, State summaries for all in- 
dustry divisions, most major industry groups, and se- 
lected 3-digit industry groups? Available through Na- 
tional Technical Information Service. 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 9, "Employment 
and Wages Covered by Unemployment Insurance 
Laws," Bulletin 1910 (1976). 



Unemployment and Labor 
Force-State and Area 



Industry Labor Turnover-National 



Under a Federal-State cooperative* program, BLS de- 
velops the concepts, definitions, and technical proce.r 
dures u/hich are used b> State agencies for the prepa- 
ration of labor force and unemployment estimates. 
These estimates are derived from a variety of sources 
including the Current Population Survey, unemploy- 
ment insurance claims, and, for uninsured workers, ra- 
tios reflecting historical relationships between <5overed 
unemployment and employment and between entrants 
into the labor force and the experienced unemployed 
and experienced labor force. 

Macro dafct available 

Monthly seWs are available for approximately 6,000 
geographic arias including States, Standard Metropol- 
itan Statistical Areas (SM$A's), Labor Market Areas 
(LM A*s), counties, cities of 25,000 inhabitants or more, ' 
arfti special "programmatic" areas For each area, the 
following estimates are available TotjaiKrfvilian labor 
fprce, total employment, total unemployment, and tKJ?* 
unemployment rate These seftes begin in 1974 

^ Classifiers (attributes) 



Variables 



The Labor Turnover program produces / 3ata through 
a cooperative Federal-State venture. Labor turnover 
refers to the gross movement of wage and salary work- 
ers into and out of employed status with respect to in- 
dividual establishments. Series for accessions and sepa- 
rations express these actions as a monthly rate per 100 
employees. Separate series are available for components 
representing new hires, quits, and layoffs. 

t 

Macro data available 

Approximately 1,700 published monthly series are 
available for 215 manufacturing industries and for 7 
mining and communication industries. Rates are avail- 
able for the manufacturing industry from 1930 and for 
the telephone and telegraph industries from 1943. For 
industry groups and individual industries in the manu- 
facturing and mining divisions, most series begin either 
in 1958 or 1972. Seasonally adjusted series for manu- 
facturing, beginning in 1930, complete the published 
series in this data file. Some unpublished series are 
present; release is subject to conditions set forth at the 
beginning of this publication. 



labor force, crvthan 
» employment 
unemployment 
unemployment rate 



State. SMSA. LMA. county, city, and 
CETA programmatic area 



Where published 

Employment and Earnings-Table E-l (monthly). 
States and 214 LMA's. 

State, County, and Selected City Employment and Un- 
employment (monthly). Available through National 
Technical Information Service, U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 

CETA Area Employment and Unemployment (month- 
ly). Available through National Technical Information 
Service, U.S. Department of Commerce. ) 



\ 



variables 
labor turnover rate 



'Classifiers (attributes) 
industry by type of turnover 



Where published/ 

Employment ana Earnings (monthly). Labor turnover 
rates-detailed industry data for most recent 2 months, 
monthly series for manufacturing, 1970 to present (sea- 
sonally adjusted series ateo available). 

Monthly Labor ReviewS^non\\\\y). Labor^ujTKiY^r 
rates in manufacturing, by major industry group, for 
most recent 2 months, with comparable month of pre- 
vious year; monthly series for manufacturing, 1975 to 
present. 

Employment and Earnings, United States, 7909-(annu- 
ally). Monthly rates and annual averages from the in- 
ception of each series. 



Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 8, "Measurement 
of Unemployment in Sjate and Local Areas," Bulletin Methods 

1910 (1976). * * J/BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 4, "Labor Turn- 

over," Bulletin 1910(1976). Reprints are available upon 
^ request. 
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Industry-Occupational Matrix 



Consumer Price Index 



The Industry -Occupational Matrix is a tool for 
studying the occupational structure of industries. It is 
the result of coordinated research within the BLS in 
areas such as the growth and changing composition of 
the population and the labor force, the relative growth 
of industries, automation and other technological 
changes, and other economic factors The end-product 
of thi^program is a consistent and reasonably detailed 
frany^vork of national occupational employment levels 
and ratios that may be used as a guide in developing 
State and area employ ment requirements estimates. 

Occupational patterns for each industry were devel- 
oped for 1970 based on the Census Bureau's Occupation 
by Industry report. The BLS matrix has been made con- 
sistent with other data sources, including annual aver- 
ages derived from the monthly household survey (CPS) 
and occupational and employment data collected by 
various Federal Government agencies and professional 
societies. 

Macro data available 

The matrix contains employment data for 260 indus- 
tries and industry groups and 425 occupations and oc- 
cupational groups For each industry -occupation cell, 
three data items are provided-employment level, ratio 
of employment to occupational total, and ratio of em- 
ployment to industry total. Matrices are available for 
1970, 1978, and 1990 (projected). 



Variables 

employment level 
ratio of employment to 

occupational total 
ratio of employment to industry 

total 



Classifiers (attributes) 



industry (SIC) /occupation (DOT) 



Where published 

The matrices will be published in 1981 as a BLS bul- 
letin They can also be obtained from the National 
Technical Information Service. The NTIS order num- 
ber for the industry by occupation matrix ifc PB 80- 
134869, and for the occupation by industry matrix, PB 
80-134877. 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 6, "National In- 
dustry-Occupational Matrix," Bulletin 1910 (1976). 



The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average 
change in the price of a market basket of goods and 
services bought by all urban consumers (CPI-U) and 
by urban wage earners and clerical workers (CPI-W), 
both families and persons living alone, for day-to-day 
living. The market basket is repriced at regular inter- 
vals, and its aggregate cost, including all taxes directly 
associated with its constituent items, is compared with 
its cost in a selected base period. Since the quantities 
and qualities of items in the market basket are kept con- 
stant, except at times of weight revisions,, the compar- 
ison of aggregate costs provides a measure of price 
change, and consequently, also measures change in the 
purchasing power of the consumer dollar. To construct 
the two indexes, prices of nearly 400 items are collected 
in a sample of 85 urban places. Comparison of indexes 
for individual SMSA's or cities shows only the relative 
change over time in prices between locations. These 
indexes cannot be used to measure interarea differences 
in price levels or living costs. 

Macro data available 

U.S. average indexes for both populations are avail- 
able for 357 consumer items and groups £f items. In 
addition, over 100 of the indexes have been adjusted 
for seasonality. The indexes are monthly, with some 
beginning in 1913. 

Area indexes for both populations are available for 
28 urban places. For each area, indexes are published 
for 64 items and groups. The indexes are monthly for 
five areas and bimonthly forthe other 23. Some index- 
es begin as early as 1914. . 

Regional indexes for both populations are available 
for four regions with about 96 items and groups per 
region. These indexes are bimonthly, with, some begin- 
ning as early as 1966. / 

City-size indexes for both population^are available 
for five size classes with 89 items" and ^groups per class. 
These indexes are bimonthly; most begin in 1977.* 

Region/city-size indexes for both populations are 
available cross-classified by four regions and four city- 
size classes. For each cross-classification, 55 items and 
groups are available. These indexes are bimonthly; most 
begin in 1977. 
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Producer Price Index 



Variables 



pnce index 
pnce index 
pnce index 
pnce index 



Classifiers (attributes) 

item by crty/U S average 

item by region 

item by city- size class 

item by region/city-size class 



Where published 

The Consumer Price Index (monthly news release). 
For U.S. city average. Unadjusted and seasonally ad- 
justed indexes and percent changes for selected items 
and groups. For selected areas, regions, city -size classes, 
and region/city-size classes. All-items indexes and per- 
cent changes. 

CPI Detailed Report (monthly). For U.S. city aver- 
age. Unadjusted and seasonally adjusted indexes and 
percent changes for all published CPI series. For se- 
lected areas, regions, city-size classes, and region/city- 
size classes. Unadjusted indexes an% percent changes 
for selected items and groups. 

Monthly Labor Review (monthly). For U.S. city av- 
erage. Historical annual averages for all-items indexes 
and major groups, unadjusted indexes, and percent 
changes. For selected areas, regions,, city -size classes, 
and region/city-size classes: All-items indexes and per- 
cent changes. 

Methods 

The Consumer Price Index: History and Techniques^ 
Bulletin 1517 (1966). / ' 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 13, "Consumer 
Prices," Bulletin 1910 (1976). 

The Consumer Price Index: Concepts and Content over 
the Years, Report 517 (1978), 



The Producer Price Index (PPI), formerly the Whole- 
sale Price Index, is a measure of price changes for goods 
sold in primary markets in the United States. The uni-' 
verse for the PPI covers manufactured and pr&cessed 
goods and the output of industries classified as manu- 
facturing, agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining, gas and 
electricity, public utilities, and goods competitive with 
those made in the producing sector, such as waste and 
scrap materials. 

To the extent possible, the prices used in construc- 
ting the index are those that apply to the first signifi- 
cant commercial transaction in^the United States. The 
classification system of the PPI follows commodity 
lines. Products are grouped by similarity of end-use or 
material composition. The PPI classification does not 
match any other standard classification. 

BLS collects over 10,000 price quotations covering 
2,700 commodities each month. These data are obtained 
from reports submitted by individual producers, sup- , 
pigmented with information appearing in trade publi- 
cations or obtained through programs of other govern- 
ment agencies. % 

Macro data available 

Monthly price indexes for about 2,700 individual com- 
modities as well as for a number of commodity group- 
ings are presently available; most have beginning dates' 
of 1947 or earlier. These include 15 major commodity 
groups, nearly 30 subgroups, and approximately 300 
product classes. Indexes by stage of processing and by 
durability of product are available back to 1947. In ad- 
dition, some data are available for special commodity 
groupings, for bituminous coal and refined petroleum 
byl*fegion, and, for selected series, seasonally adjusted. 
AnnuarSVerages are available. 



Variables 

pnce index 

pnce index 

price index 

pnce index .... 

pnce index, bituminous coal „ 

price index, refined petroleum , 



Classifiers (attributes) 

commodity gjoup 

output ot selected industnes 

stage of processing 

durability of product 

region 

region 



Where published 

producer Price Index (monthfy news release). Month- 
ly price indexes by major grdup and subgroup for the 
current, preceding, and year-ago months. 

Producer Prices and Price Indexes (monthly). Current 
monthly price, indexes are available by commodity 
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Industry Price Indexes 



grouping at all levels of detail, b> stage of processing, 
bv durability of product. b> special commodit> group- 
ings, and also b> region for refined petroleum and in- 
dustrial size bituminous ^oal The file also contains cur- 
rent prices for selected individual commodities, select- 
ed current seasonally ajusted uYdexes, percent changes 
over various time spans for selected summary indexes, 
and prive indexes for total railn >ad freight and selected 
Standard Transportation Commodity Code groups 

Producer Prices and Price Indies (annual supplement) 
Summary data for the series included in the montniy 
report Relative importance of commodities included in 
the PPI Relative importance by stage of processing 
and by durability of product 

Month!} Labor Review (monthly; Monthly price in- 
dexes by major groups and subgroups, by stage of proc- 
essing, by durability of product, antf by special com- 
ity groupings for the most recent 12 months 




Methods 

\ BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 14, "Wholesale 
varices/' Bulletin 1910 (1976) 



An industry price index is a composite index derived 
from several series of prices that closely match the ec- 
onomic activity of a specific industry or industry sec- 
tor The industry classification framework follows the 
1972 Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) of the Of- 
fice of Management and Budget Individual products 
are aggregated to 5-digit product classes. Prices used 
in construction of the industry price indexes are those 
regularly collected on a monthly basis and used in the 
calculation of the Producer Pnce Index Further dis- 
cussion of the scope and collection of data is found un- 
der "Producer Pnce Index" 

Macro data available 

Indexes are available for 3 mining and 34 manufac- 
turing industries at the 4-digit level and 79 5-digit prod- 
uct classes beginning in 1957. In addition, indexes for 
3 mining and 111 manufacturing industries and 424 
product groups were introduced in January 1967 or 
more recently Annual averages are available from 1957; 
monthly data are available from January 1965 . 



Variables 



p*iC8 index 



Classifiers (attributes) 

industry 
pfoAxt ciass 



Where published 

Producer Prices ahd Prices Indexes (monthly) Index- 
es for the output of selected industries and product 
classes-for most recent 3 months and comparable month 
of preceding year, annual average for preceding year. 
Indexes for the output of selected product classes of 
manufacturing industnes-for the same time period. 

Monthly Labor Review (monthly). Indexes for the out- 
put of selected industries for most recent 13 months; 
annual average for preceding year. 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of MetfjAds, chapter 15, "Industry 
Pnce Indexes," Bulletin 1$& (1976). 
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Export and Import Price Indexes 



The export price indexes measure price changes for 
products produced in the United States and sold to res- 
idents of other countries The import price indexes 
measure changes in the prices paid by U S residents 
for goods produced in other countries and imported 
into the United States At the present time, the survey 
covers 60 percent of the value of U S export products 
and 37 percent of the value of US import products 
The products covered are concentrated in machinery 
and transportation equipment, and selected categones 
of chemicals, intermediate goods, crude materials, and 
food Plans are to extend coverage to all major cate- 
gories of U S imports and exports m the next few years 

Pnce data are obtained directly from exporters and 
importers residing in the United States and represent 
transaction pnces in the third month of each calendar 
quarter Export and import product samples yield price 
indexes pubhshable at the 4- and 5-digit level and high- 
er level aggregates of the Standard International Trade 
Classification (SITC), a product classification system 
developed by the United Nations and in widespread use 
among countries for recording their international trade 
flows v \^ 

International price cbmpanson% for comparable cate- 
gories okproducts for Germany, Japan, and the United 
States are available based on (1) official export price 
indexes for Germany and for Japan, (2) specially con- 
structed U S export price indexes of U S. export prod- 
ucts that are comparable to those of of Germany and 
Japan, and (3) dollar per Deutsche mark and dollar per 
yen exchange rates 

Macro data available 

Export and/or import pnce indexes, with a combined 
"total of about 150 series, are available on a quarterly 
basis beginning in 1974 Index series for June of each 
year covering the period before 1974 are also available 
for most series 

International price comparisons have been calculated 
for each June from 1970 to 1973 and for the last month 
of each quarter from March 1974 on. 

VanaWes Oassrf>ers (attributes) 

rmport poce tndexes import category (SITC 1963 

revised) 

©xpon pnce *>dexes expon category (SfTC 1963 

revised) 

export poce percentage change export category (STC 1963 

revised) 

4 , 

o 



Where published 

US Export and Import Price Indexes (quarterly news 
release) Export and import pnce indexes and percent- 
age change in pnce indexes for the most recent 5 
quarters 

Comparisons of United States, German, and Japanese 
Export Price Indexes, Bulletin 2046 (1980) 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 17, "Internation- 
al Price Indexes," Bulletin 1910 (1976) 



Survey of Consumer Expenditures, 
1972-73 



This project comprises two surve>s with separate 
samples and different data collection methods The di- 
ar> survey was completed at home b> a sample of fanv 
lhes for two 1-week periods belween Jul> 1972 and 
June 1974 In the interview survey, each family in the 
sample was interviewed every 3 months over a 15- 
month period for data covering calendar year 1972 or 
1973 Each survey covered a cross-section of families 
from which expenditure and income data and demo- 
graphic and economic characteristics were collected 

Data available 

The Diary Public Use Tape contains detailed data on 
individual family weekly expenditures for food, alco- 
holic beverages, tobacco, personal care prod Jets, house- 
keeping supplies, nonprescription drugs, gasoline, and 
heating and cooking fuels, as well as family and mem- 
ber demographic and economic characteristics A sep- 
arate tape is available for quantities of food 

Two tapes are derived from the Interview Public Use 
data The Interview Survey Summary Public Use Tape 
with expenditure groupings, and the Detailed Public 
Use Tape 2 with considerably more expenditure item 
detail The tapes cover most consumption categories, 
and include considerable detail on income and other 
family characteristics 

The Clothing and Household Textiles Public Use 
Tape shows quantity and cost for purchases of cloth- 
ing and household textiles. 

An inventory of consumer durables is available on 
tape, showing, for families participating in the interview 
survey, their inventory of consumer durables including 
major and minor household equipment, furniture, and 
family vehicles 

The Diary Integrated Adjusted Tape enables one to 
combine results of the diary and interview surveys as 
described in Bulletin 1992. 

Variables * 
expenditure categories 
source o* family income 
♦amtiy characterises 



s 

Where published 

Diary Survey July 1972 - June 1974, Bulletin 1959 
(1977) 

Interview Survey 1972-73 - Expenditures and Income 
Cross-Classified by Family Characteristics, Bulletin 1985 
(1978) 

Integrated Diary and Interne* Survey Data. 1972-73 
- Total Expenditures and Income for United States and 
Selected Areas, Bulletin 1992 (1978) 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 11, "Consumer 
Expenditures and Income", Bulletin 1910 (1976) 

Baer, Stephen "1972-73 Consumer Expenditure Sur- 
vey Processing and Dissemination," presented at Sep- 
tember 16, 1976 session of American Agricultural Ec- 
onomics Association meetings. 

Carlson, Michael. Monthly Labor Review, "The 1972- 
73 Consumer Expenditure Survey," December 1974, 
pp. 16-23 (Reprint No. 3018.) 

Jacobs, Eva E "Progress Report on the 1972-73 Con- 
sumer Expenditure Survey," 1975 Proceedings, Business 
and Economic Statistics Section, American Statistical As- 
sociation (1976), pp 155-59 
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Survey of Consumer Expenditures, 
1960-61 Input-Output Matrix 



This survey had the same population and subject mat- 
ter coverage as the 1972-73 survey, but its collection 
method was considerably different (see Methods below) 

Data available 

The CES (Consumer Expenditure Survey) General 
Purpose Tape contains 42 items identifying the survey 
consumer units, 125 expenditure ^ems, 19 items descnb 
tng changes in assets and liabilities, and 1 2 income items 

Where published 

Statistical Reports BLS Repor^237-Lthcmigh 237- 
27, 237-29, 257-34 through 237T<1 through 237- 

78 and 237-84 through 237-93.- 

Analytical Reports BLS Reports 238-1 through 16 

Methods 

Consumer Expenditures and Income Survey Guide- 
lines, Bulletin 1684 (1971) 

Also see chapter 1 1 of BLS Handbook of Methods, 
Bulletin 1910 (1976) ^f&k. 




The Bureau has the major responsibility for provid- 
ing a comprehensive and integrated framework for an- 
alyzing the employment implications of long-run eco- 
nomic growth The latest study provides projections of 
employment and output to 1990 for 162 industries 

These projections are based on the relationship of 
each industry's output and employment to projections 
of the labor force, gross national product, final demand 
components, and input-output coefficients The frame- 
work for this study was provided by the 1963 and 1967 
input-output tables published by the Bureau of Eco- 
nomic Analysis of the U S Department of Commerce 
BLS developed the employment-output ratios. 

Macro data available 

Data for 162 industries for 1963, 1967, 1973, and 1980, 
1985, and 1990 (projected) include Input-output coef- 
ficients, total final demand and components, and em- 
ployment and output by input-output industry Addi- 
tional data on employment and output are available an- 
nually from 1958 through 1977. 

These data exist as two files "and may be obtained 
separately or as one combined file. (1) input-output ma- 
trices, final demand components, employment and out- 
put for 1963, 1967, 1973, and 1980, 1985, and 1990 (pro- 
jected), (2) annual employment and output series by in- 
dustry for 1958 through 1977 

Variables Ctassifrers (attributes) 

average weekly hours . 

employment J 

tours of alt per sorts / 

tnput-output ooeffoents (industry (S'C) 

output deflator / 
output tn constant and current 1 

dollars 1 

output per hour / 

Where published 

Monthly Labor Review, Dec. 1978 and Apr. 1979. 
Employment Projections for the 1980X Bulletin 2030 
(1979). 

Historical and Projected Input-Output Tables of the Ec- 
onomic Growth Project, Volumes I and II, Bulletin 2056 
(1980) 

Time Series Data for Input-Output Industries, Bulletin 
2018 (1979), 

Methods 

Methodology rfor Projections of Industry Employment to 
1990, Bulletin 2Q36 $80). 



Capital Stock 



Occupational Injuries and Illnesses-State 



Much uf the empirical research undertaken in the 
field of micru-econumics requires information on the 
majur factors uf pruductiun, must notabl> the amount 
uf capital and labor required to produce a given level 
uf output ur the change in input factors induced b> a 
change in the demand for an industrv's product or serv- 
ice BLS has develuped several consistent data bases 
for input-output industries for use in the study of labor 
demand and economic growth One such data base is 
the measure of capital stock 

Macro dat^ available 

Each capital stock scries is available fur most 3- and 
4-digit SIC industries in both historical and constant 
dullars for plant and equipment separately The data 
for manufacturing industries are available annuallv for 
the >ears 1917-76, for nonmanufacturing, the period 
covered is 1947-74 The series are gross mvejAoent, re- 
placement investment, net investment, gross^HFs, vin- 
tage distributions, gross discards, investment irct of dis- 
cards, service lives, asset weights, investment deflators, 
and replacement functions 



VanaWes 

equipment-gross investment 
Structures-flfoss investment 
total investment 
equipment-gross stocks 
structures -gross stocks 
total gross stocks 
equipment-net stocks 
structures-net stocks 
.total net stocks 



Ctassrfters (attributes) 



tndustry by htstoocal/ constant 
dollars 



Where published and methods 

Capital Stock Estimates for Input-Output Industries: 
Methods and Data. Bulletin 2034 (1979). 



Annual reports submitted b> emplo>ers to State agen- 
cies provide information about the incidence of occu- 
pational injuries and illnesses and worktime lost Tfiese 
reports, based on a sample of 280,000 units represent- 
ing 5 million workplaces, are summarized b> the Steles 
to var>ing levels of industr> detail Incidence rates are 
expressed as injuries, illnesses, and lost worktime per 
100 full-time workers. 

Macro data available 

pata are available for 1978 for 39 States and 5 other 
jurisdictions. Industry coverage ranges from 2-digtt and 
3-digit nonmanufacturing industries to 4-digit manufac- 
turing industries dependmg on the State For each State- 
industrv cell, both absolute values and rates are present 
for injuries, illnesses, and the total of injuries and ill- 
nesses for the variables fisted below. In addition, at the 
"all industry" level, total cases are given for seven ill- 
ness categories. 

Variables Classes (attributes) 



cases, total 

cases, tost workday, total 

cases, day* away from work 

days away from worfc 

days of restncted worfc 

nonfatal cases without lost workdays 

total lost workdays 



State/industry (SiC) 



Where published 

By cooperating State agencies." 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 35, "Occupation- 
al Safety and Health Statistics," Bulletin 1910 (1976). 
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Work Injuries and Illness-Supplementary 
Data System 



Imports-Tariff Commodity Classes 



The Supplementary S>stem (SDS) is a Federal-State 
cooperative program which provides occupational in- 
jur) and illness data derived from workers' compensa^ 
tion records State laws and administrative practices 
varv. preventing estimation of national totals Data pres- 
entlv are available only by State Differences between 
States in legal reporting requirements and administra- 
tive practices must be considered before making any 
interstate comparisons 

Micro data available 

Data for 1976 through 1978 are available for approx- 
imately 30 States and the Virgin Islands Files for suc- 
ceeding years will contain data from additional States 
There are three types of common information The first 
identifies industry, age. sex. salary, and occupation of 
the injured or ill emplovee The second provides the 
characteristics of the reported case such as nature of 
the injury* part of bods afTected, source of injury, and 
type of accident that resulted in the injurv The third 
provides the indemnity compensation and medical costs 
associated with the injurv or illness 

Variables/ listed below, are available for each injured 
or ill worker, but not all are available for all States 

AOS dsscc-ated oojec* or suDs'ance — added tor 1980) 

^ara ^cur'ence 'yea* month day) 

3 safc. 'y extent I'ataii?, permanent chsabinty 

temporary d'Sabmty ot^e" 
d saDi'ity ide^o-v co^pe^sa^o^ idonarst 
3-saD"iTy medtcai costs idonarsi 
^dustN 'c'assifted by SiC' 
^iu'jr ^' mess oody part o* <c 'assified Oy 

nomenclature o* American Nat«onai Standa^s 

institute) <ANSt)i 
T.; U r y or illness nature of iZi6 2 ANSu 
.-> jU ry or niness source (Z16 2 ANSI) 
'n iU r, 0^ illness type accident 1ZI6 2 ANSI) 
iengtn of service 
sex 

♦ime o* accident 
•irne workday began 
weenw wages 

occupation (1970 Bureau of Census Occupational Class) 

Where published 

Monthly Labor Review. April 1978 Description of 
program and content 

Special ordering information 

Micro data files are distributed by the National Tech- 
nical Information Service, 5285 Port Royal Road. 
Springfield. Va 22161. « 



The Bureau receives reports monthly from the Bu- 
reau of the Census containing the value and quantity 
of imported commodities classified by the Tariff Sched- 
ules of the United States Annotated (TSUSA) These 
reports are summarized to quarterly and annual meas- 
ures on a 7-digit TSUSA basis. 

Macro data available 

Both values and quantities are availabje for about 
1 3,000 TSUSA imported commodity classes, these quar- 
terly and annual senes begin in 1968. 

VanaPies Classes (attnbutes) 

Quantrbes import commodity class (TSUSA) 

valjes import commodity class (TSUSA) 

Where published 

Data have not been published 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 34, "Foreign La- 
bor Statistics and Trade Research," Bulletin 1910(1976). 

Biles, Elmer S , John H. Chandler, Jerome A Mark, 
and Gregory K Schoepfle, "Impact of the Trade Act 
of 1974 on Industrial and Foreign Trade Statistics," 
J 977 Proceedings, Business and Economic Statistics Sec- 
tion, American Statistical Association (1978), pp. 
•120-28. ^ 
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Imports-Industrial Commodity Classes Productivity and Cost Indexes 



The Bureau receives reports monthly from the Bu- 
reau of the Census cuntaining the value and quantity 
of imported commodities classified b> the Tariff Sched- 
ules of the United States Annotated (TSUSA; These 
reports are summarized to quarterly and annual com- 
modity group measures on a Standard Industrial Clas- 
sification (SIC) basis Value-based ratios of imports to 
new supplv (U S product shipments plus imports; have 
been calculated annuallv for 4-digit SIC-based com- 
modity import groups 

Macro data available 

The import value file based on the 1972 SIC has 414 
quarterly and annual series beginning in 1972 on a 4- 
digit SIC basis Also, annual ratios of imports to»new 
supply by 4-digit (1972 SIC) manufactured commodity 
import group are available in 347 series beginning in 
1972 

An import file based on the 1967 SIC is available 
with 372 series beginning in 1968 and ending with sec- 
ond quarter 1978, and with annual ratios of imports to 
new supply for 312 4-digit (1967 SIC) manufacturing 
commodity groups 



Variables 



Classifiers (attnbutes) 



value of imports ($000) \ 
* ratio of imports to new supply (commodity import group (SIC) 

( penetration rat»o ) (percent) J 

Where published 

Data have not been published 



A. 



Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 34, "Foreign^La- 
bor Statistics and Trade Research," Bulletin 19 10(1976). 

Biles, Elmer S., John H. Chandler, Jerome A. Mark, 
and Gregory K. Schoepfle, "Impact of the Trade Act 
of 1974 On Industrial and Foreign Trade Statistics," 
1 977 Proceedings, Business and Economic Statistics Sec- 
tion, American Statistical Association (1978), pp. 120-28. 



economic sector 



Indexes of labor productivity, unit labor cost, and* 
related measures are based on data from the Bureau (5f* 
Economic Anal>sis of the U S. Department of Com* 
merce, the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System, and various BLS programs 

Macro data available 

1967-based indexes of 15 productivit> and cost meas- 
ures are available for 10 economic sectors. Manufac- 
turing, manufacturing, durable goods, manufacturing, 
nondurable goods; total private; private nonfarm; total 
farm, private business, nonfarm business, farm business; 
nonfinancial corporations. These approximately 200 se- 
ries are quarterly and begin in 1947 

Variables Classifiers (attnbutes) 

output per hour' 
hourly compensation' 
unrt labor costs' 

output {constant dollar gross product 

ooginating) 
compensabon' 
employment 1 
average weekly hours' 
current dollar gross product 

originating 
nonlabor payments 1 
labor share 1 
output per person' 
unrt nonlabor payments' 
implicit pnce deflator 
hours 
unrt pnce' 

' Available on an all-employee basis and an all-persons basis 

More extensive data are available upon special re- 
quest. All inquiries may be addressed to. 
Division of Productivity Research 
Office of Productivity and Technology 
Frances Perkins Building 
200 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20210 

Where published 

Monthly Labor Review (monthly). Tables 31-34, 
Employment and Earnings (monthly). Tables C-10, 
C-ll, and C-12. 
Handbook of Labor Statistics (annual bulletin). 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 30, "Productivi- 
ty Measures: Private Economy and Major Sectors/' 
Bulletin 1910 (1976). 
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Productivity-Industry 



Productivity-Federal Governm 



The Bureau develops measufes of change in the re- 
lationship between the ph>sical volume of mdustr> out- 
put and the empluvee huurs expended in that output, 
based on data published b> government agencies, trade 
associations, and BLS 

Macro data available 

For 88 industnes, pnmanlv at the 4-digit and 3-digit 
SIC levels, productivitv measures are available that re- 
late mdustrv output to total, employment, production 
workers, nonproduUion workers, and the hours of each 
group. From 3 to 13 series ajre available for each indus- 
try. About half of these annual^ measures begin in 1947; 
the remainder begin more recently* 

Variables Classifiers (attributes) 

employment , industry 

employment nonproduction workers industry 
employment, production workers industry 
employee hours j 
hours of woffc, production workers 
output (, 
output per employee , 
output per employee hour . 
output per hour 



industry 
industry 
industry 
industry 
industry 
industry by 
production/nonproduction 
workers • 



Where published 

Productivity Index?* for Selected Industries (annual). 

/ 

Methods j 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 31, "Output per 
Employee-Hour Measures. Industries and the Federal 
Government," Bulletin 1910 (1976). 



The Bureau develops measures of change in tfte re 
latipnship between tbe physical volume of outpH^ of 
Federal Government^lgenc^e^and the employee ho 
expended in that output, based on data collected from 
these agencies. \^ 

Macro data available 

For the total sample and 28 functional areas such as 
legal and judicial activities, natural resources and envi- 
ronmental management, medical services, and equip- 
ment maintenance, 10 measures are available as listed 
below. 




Qassrfiers (attributes) 



Federal Government 
activity 



Variables 

compensatK>n index 
compensation index, deflated 
compensation per employee-year index 
cost index, real unit labor 
cost index, unrt tabor 
employee- years index . . 
output index 

output per dollar of compensation index, 
► deflated 
output per employee-year index 
requirements index, unit labor 



Where published 

Handbook of Labor Statistics (annual bulletin). 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 31, "Output per 
Employee-Hour Measures: Industries and the Federal 
Government," Bulletin 1910 (1976). 
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International Labor and Price Trend 
Comparisons 



The Bureau collects and publishes statistical informa- 
tion on labor conditions and developments abroad, main- 
ly for industrial countries. The principal comparative 
measures published by the Bureau cover labor force, 
employment, and unemployment; and productivity, 
hourly compensation, and unit labor costs in manufac- 
turing. Other comparative data-on topics such as aver- 
age hourly earnings and supplementary benefits for pro- 
duction workers in manufactunng, consumer price 
trends, and industrial disputes-are compiled and issued 
occasionally. 

Macro data available 

Labor force, employment, unemployment, and relat- 
ed measures, approximating U.S. concepts, are avail- 
able on an annual basis for nine countries, beginning in 
1959 for most series. Indexes of manufacturing produc- 
tivity, hourly compensation, unit labor costs, and relat- 
ed measures are available on an annual basis beginning 
in 1950 for il countries. Consumer price indexes for all 
items are available annually from 1,950 for 15 countries; 
and morithly or quarterly indexes for all items and food 
at home are available from 1971 for 11 countries. An- 
nual data on capital investment excluding residential 
construction as a percent of output are available for the 
total economy for 12 countries and for manufacturing 
for 8 countries from 1960. Industrial disputes statistics 
are available on an annual basis beginning in 19$5 for 
14 countries. 



Variables 
capital investments output ratio 

compensation index. aggregate, in national 

currency, manufactunng 
compensation index, hiurty, in national 

currency, manufacturing 
compensation index, hourty, in u S dollars, 

manufacturing 

consumer price index 

consumer price index, food at home 

employment, civilian 

employment index, manufactunng 

employment/ population ratio 

employment, wage and salaried 

employees, nonagncultural 

exchange rate 

hours index, aggregate, 

manufactunng 
hours index, average, 

manufactunng 
industrial disputes 
labor force, civilian 
labor force/ population ratio 
output index, manufactunng 
output per how index. 

manufactunng 
unemployment 

unemployment rate m 
unit labor costs index, in 

national currency. 

manufactunng 
unit labor costs index, in U S 

dollars, manufactunng 
workers involved in industrial 

disputes 
working days lost due to 

industnaJ disputes / 
working days lost per thousand 

nonagncultural employees 

due to industrial disputes 



Classifiers (attnbutes) 

country by economic 
sector 



country ^ 
country 

country by all/worker 
households 



country 



Where published 

Monthly Labor Review: Periodic articles on labor force 
developments and manufacturing productivity and la- 
bor cost trends. 

Handbook of Labor Statistics (annual bulletin). 

International Comparisons of Manufacturing Produc- 
tivity and Labor Costs (periodic news releases). 

Methods 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 34, "Foreign La- 
bor Statistics and Trade Research," Bulletin 1910(1976). 

International Comparisons of Unemployment, Bulletin 
1979 (1978). 

Comparative Growth in Manufacturing Productivity and 
Labor Costs in Selected Industrialized Countries, Bulle- 
tin 1958 (1977). 
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Tabulating Routines 



EmpH^ment Cost Index 



The Employment Cost Index (ECI) is a quarterly 
measure of the change in the rate of employee com- 
pensation, free from the influence of employment shifts 
among occupation* and industries with different wage 
and compensation levels. Compensation is made up of 
twu major components wage and salary rates and em- 
ployer costs for employee benefits. At present the ECl 
is computed from compensation and wage and salary 
data obtained quarterly, from a nationwide sample of 
about 2,000 establishments in the private nonfarm econ- 
omy, except households. 

Macro data available 

Quarterly percent changes are stored for all private 
nonfarm workers, various major occupational and in- 
dustrial series, four geographic regions, union/nonun- 
ion breakdowns, and metropolitan/ nonmetropolitan ar- 
eas. Most series have data available since December 
1975, data on compensation begin in 1980. In addition, 
quarterly series show movements for four broad 
geographic regions and the most aggregate occupational 
and industrial categories beginning September 1977 

Classifiers (attributes) 

all private nonfarm 
white-collar/blue-collar/service 
workers, 

manufacturing/nohmanufactunng 

industry, occupation, region, 
bargaining status, 
metropohtan/nonmetropohtan 

Where published - 

Employment Qost Index (quarterly press release). 
Current Wage Developments (monthly). 

Methodf 

BLS Handbook of Methods, chapter 25, "The Em- 
ployment Cost Index, 44 Bulletin 1910 (1976). 



. Variables 

employment cost index, 
compensation 



4 



employment cost index, 
wages and salaries 



A cross-tabulation system-Table Producing Lan- 
guage (TPL)-is available from BLS. A summary de- 
scription is provided here. More complete documenta- 
tion will be furnished upon request. 

TPL is a nonprocedural language for specification of 
tables to be produced by cross-tabulation. The users 
range from computer professionals to persons who have 
no expenence with computers. Data^b be tabulated are 
described in a codebook which is processed as a sepa- 
rate step. Data may be stored in a wide variety of for- 
mats including hierarchical files. Statements are avail- 
able to select data; reorder, group, or filter data; and 
perform a wide variety orce^iputations including av- 
erages, medians, minima, maxima, quantities, relative 
time, and percentages. Tabulations are specified with^**^ 
statements which define both the structure and content 
of desired tables. . 

Print Control Language (PCL) is an extension of 
TPL that allows the table structures produced by TPL 
lo be overnd3en. Through the use of PCL, extensive 
table formatting changes can be made without re- 
processing the data. These formatting options include 
varying the column widths, relabeling ^ows and col- 
umns, and adding footnotes. 

A major feature of PCL prepares tables directly for 
publication without the need for manual typesetting. 
This reduces the time requirements between data vali- 
dation and final publication. The user invokes programs 
that produce a special tape containing photocomposi- 
tion commands. This tape is then sent to the Govern- 
ment Printing Office where the photocomposition de- 
vice automatically produces tables suitable for 
publication. 

^ A furthur description of the TPL/PCL system is con- 
tained in four manuals available upon request: 
Print Control Language, Version 5, Language 
Guide. 

The Development and Uses of Table Producing 

Language, Report 515. 
Table Producing Language, Version 5, Language 

Guide. 

Table Producing Language, Version 5. Operations 
Guide. 

TPL/PCL operates in an IBM 360/370 OS or VS 
environment or with compatible hardware with a min- 
imum region of 300K. 
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File Format 



The Bureau prepares copies of the time-series files * 
described in this publication in a standard format. The- 
format does not apply to the following cross-sectional 
files, for which separate formatsT^tter suited to the 
data are used: 

Industry-Occupational Matrix 
Input-Output Matrix 
Capital Stock 

Survey of Consumer Expenditures, 1972-lT 
Survey of Cdnsumer Expenditures, 1960-61 
Occupational Injuries and Illnesses — State 



1600 BPI tapes wjpi standard\jBM labels. The logical 
record length is 



Wprk Injuries and Illnesses— Supplementary Data 
System 

Records inThe standard forr^fat are written on 9-track, 

with . . , 

152, and the block size is 4560. 
There are two types of record^ in the standard for- 
mat-series title records and sei^sdata records. Records 
are sorted by series code, by re^a^type, by year. The 
format of the series^ title record is shown in table 1. The 
format of data records for monthly series is shown in 
table 2, for quarterly series in table 3, and for annual 
series in table 4. 



Table 1. Series title record format 



o 
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Record position 


Field nam* 


'Notes 


1 . . 




Rtcord code 


Always coded T'. 


2-17 




Sanas coda 


Provides unique identification for eech series. 
This field is subdivided in a specific manner for 
eech file. 


18-111 . 




Titla 


Alphanumeric title, left-justified. 


112-119 . 




Units 


UnitVf meesurement of this series (e.g., hours, 
dollersn 






Periodicity 




A code indft^rting- 
'M' for monthly deta, 
'Q' for quarterly dete, 
'A' for annual data. 








121-124 . 




Series begin dete 




The date the series begins. The form is YYMM 
for yeer and month. 








125 128 . 




Series end date 

• / 


I 


The date the series ends. T^e form is YYMM for 
yeer end month. 








12Q-1R2 




Filler 




Blank*. 
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Table 2. Series data record format for monthly series 



Record position 



Field name **** 



Notes 



2-17 . . 
18-19 

22 . . 



23-32 

23-31 

32 
33-42 

33-41 

42 , 
43-52 

43-51 . 

52 . 
53-62 . . . 

53-61 

62 t„ 
63-72 . . 

63 71 . 
72 

73-82 

73-81 - 
82 

83-92 . . 4 

83-91 

92 
93-102 . 

93-101 

102 .. . 
103-112 . . 

103-1 11 

112 . 
113-122 

113-121 

122 .. . 
123-132 . . 

123-131 

132 .. . 



Record coda 
Series coda 
Yaar 

Pillar « / 
Daclmal coda 

Annual everege data 

Valua 

Status 

January data 

Valua 

Status 

Fabruary data 
Valua 
^Status 
March data 
Valua 
Status 
April data 
Valua 
Status 
May data 
Valua 
Status 
Juna data 
Valua 
Status 
July data 
Valua 
Status 
August data 
Valua 
Status 

Saptambar data 

Valua 

Status 

Octobar data 
Valua 
Status 



Always codad 'M'. 

Saa description undaf titla racords. 

Blanks. 

Indicates whara to placa tha daclmal point -in 
tha data veluee, e.g., a 'V would Indicate that 
ona digit Hat to tha right of tha daclmal placa. 
Tha ranga of this f laid is 0 to 9, 

A nagatlva valua has a minus sign in position 23. 
0 - available; 1 - fiot available. 

A nagetive valua has,e minus sign in position 33. 
0 - eveiieble; 1 - not evelleble. 

v — 

0 * ^velleble; 1- not eveiieble. 



A negetive velue has a minus sign in position 53, 
0 - eveiieble; 1 - not eveiieble. 



A negative value hes e minus sign in position 63. 

f 

0 » eveiieble; 1 - not evailebie. 



A negetive velue hes e minus sign in position 73. 
0 m eveiieble; 1 - not eveiieble. 

A negative velue hes e minus sign in position 83. 
0 - eveiieble; 1 - not available. 

A negetive velue hes e minus sign in position 93. 
0 - available; 1 - not availebj^ 

A nagetive value hes e minus sign in position 103. 
0 « available; 1 - not available. 

A negetive value has a minus sign in position 1 13. 
0 * available; 1 - not available. 



A negetive^eiue has a minus sign In position 123. 
0 - avelleblo; 1 ■ not available. 



9 
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Table 2. Continued-Series data record format for monthly series 



Record position 


Field neme 


* 


Notts 


133-142 




November deta 






134-141 




Value 


* 


A negetive velue hes e minus sign in position 133. 


142 




Status 




0 - eveilable; 1 - not eveiieble. 


143-152 I 




December dete 






143-151 




Velue 




A negetive velue hes e minus sign in position 143. 


152 . . .... 




Stetus 




0 - eveiieble; 1 - not aveileble. 



Table 3. Series data record format for quarterly series 



Record position 


Field neme 


Notes 


1 




Record code 


Always coded *Q'. 


2-17 


— 


Series code 


See description under title records. 


18-19 . 




Year 




20 21 




Filler 


Blenks. 


22 . . 




Display decimel code 


Identifies the locetion of the decimel point for 
displey purposes; used to scele deta for printing. 
The renge of the field is 0 to 9. e.g., e 1 would 
indicete dete should be printed with one decimel 
piece. 


23-32 




Annuel average dete 




23-31 . 




Value 


A negetive velue hes e minus sign in position 23. 


32 




Stetus 


0 ■ eveiieble; 1 - not eveiieble. 


33-42 . 




First quarter dete 




3341 




Value 


A negetive velue hes e minus sign in position 33. 


42 




Stetus 


0 - available; 1 - not eveiieble. 


43-52 




Second quarter data 




43-51 




Velue 


A, negetive velue hes e minus sign In position 43. 


52 




Status 


0 - eveiieble; 1 - not eveiieble. 


53-62 . 




Third quarter dete 








Velue 


A negetive velue hes a minus sign in position 53. 






Statu* 


0 - evaileble; 1 *> not eveiieble. 


63 72 . , 




Fourth quarter dete 


/ 


63-71 • 




Velue 


A negetive velue hes e minus sign in position 63. 


72 . . 




Stetus 


0 - eveiieble; 1 - not eveiieble. 






Filler 


Blank field. \ 









Table 4. Series data record format for annua! series 



flScQtd position 


Field nam* 


Notts 






Record cod* 




Always coded 'A'. 






Series cod* 




»- 

See description under title records. > 






Yur 




' J ^* 






Filler 




Blenkt. 






Display decimei cod* 




o 

identifies the locetion of, the decimei point for 










display purposes; used to scele date for printing. 










The renge of the field is 0 to 9, e.g., e 1 would 










Indlcete deta should be printed with one decimei 










piece. 


'23-32 . 




Annual everege data 






23-31 




Value 




A negative value hes e minus sign In position 23. 


32 




Status ^ 




0 - evelleble; 1 - not evelleble. 


33-152 




Filler 




Blenk field. 
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How to Order 



To request data filesr and tabulating routines, com- 
plete the following order form and send it to the ad- 
dress indicated at the bottom of the form 

Materials are sold at cost Prices are based on such J 
factors as personnel costs, machine time, number of 
reels of tape required, and mailing charges The prices 
listed on the order form are for the data files and tab- 
ulating routines exactly^ they are described Requests 
requiring any modifications will be priced accordingly 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics reserves the right to 
adjust prices at any time 



\ 
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J 

Bureau of Labor Statist .cs U.S. Department of Labor 

Request for Data F.tes arvj Tar, bating Rouvnes 



1 R«qu«t*d By 



Nyr „ T *.*p>0'* N^t** Code/ 



A3d'**si (Stmt, Oty Sr»r», *nd Zip Code) 



3 Ttrros of Agr*»m«nt 



A Approved oo B«h*M of P*«Ty Strttd in Block 1* 
















*Sor>#r mwlf &e mjthonzKf to commit htrxti for piymirrt of work detcnOed »0Ovt 


5 Magnetic T*p«* 



Title „ Jjtie Sffi- 



O^c ,^>* c.o ' P *r^rt-S"3?e 



20: 




C>s T s 3«^ k "*d^ * ^ " ' vo^' v c '**Q-^rs* >r ease o/ 1 c^-'o-a ' 



"30C 



Return to U.S. Departmtnt of Labor, Bureau o^Labo^Stttirtia 
Division of Planning and Financial rtonagtment 
441 G St., N.W. Washington, D.C. 20212 



0AM 170A {Rpv 0»?mbr 1980* 





* 



Region I 

1603 JFK Fe^e'a* Building 
Government Center 
Boston Mass 02203 
P^one (61 ? > 223-6761 

Region II 

Suite 3400 
15' 5 Broadway. 
New Ye* N Y 10036 
Phone ,212* 944-3121 

Region III 

3535 Market Street 
PO Box 13309 
Philadelphia Pa 19101 
Phone (215) 596-1154 



Region IV 

1371 Peachtree Street N E 
Atlanta Ga 30367 
Phone {404) 881-4418 

Region V 

9th Floor 

Federal Office Building 
230 S Dearborn Street 
Chicago III 60604 
Phone (312) 353-1880 

Region VI 

Second Floor 

555 Griffin Square Building 
DallJ^Tex 75202 
Phone (214) 767-6971 



Regions ^and VIII 

91 1 Walnut Street 
Kansas City Mo &4106 
Phone (816) 374-2481 

Regions IX and X 

450 Golden Gate Avenue 
Box 36017 

San Francisco Cahf 94102 
Phone (415) 556-4678 



